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International Afairs: IMF Concerned Over 
Economic Slow down 

MS1804130596 London THE TIMES in English 
IS Apr 9 p 26 


[Report by Janct Bush: “IMF says slowdown poses 
threat to EMU") 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpts} The International Mone- 
tary Pund yesterday expressed concern that the eco- 
nomic slowdown in Europe is compromusing the ability 
of Germany, France and others to meet the criteria for 
monctary union in 1999. 


In sts sermm-annual World Economic Outlook, the fund 
revised down is forecast for world growth this year 
to 3.8 per cent from the 4.1 per cent i had expected 
in October, a move that largely reflected disappointing 
developments in the European economies. 


The fund said that there is room for further reductions 
in interest rates in Europe to boost growth and coun- 
terbalance the dampening cffect on economic growth of 
budget deficit cutting programmes, designed to meet the 
Maastricht treaty’s fiscal criteria for entry into monetary 
union. 


It saxd that the fiscal targets are still feasible provided 
cconomic growth picks up as it expects. The fund is 
projecting that world growth will recover to 4.3 per cent 
in 1497. Germany, expected to grow by just | per cent 
this year, should see growth of 2.9 per cent in 1997 
while French growth should accelerate from 1.3 per cent 
this year to 2.8 per cent next year. 


But the fund sad that u will not be casy to hit 
the Maastricht targets and that there could be more 
turbulence ahead for the French franc. 


Qualification by a sufficiently large number of coun- 
ines 1s by No means assured,” it said, suggesting that 
the fiscal targets might be interpreted liberally to ensure 
that monetary union goes ahead on schedule. 


It suggested, for example, that governments should 
focus on the structural component of their deficits rather 
than actual deficits which have been swelled by extra 
social security and unemployment bencfit payments 
hecause of the economic slowdown. 


The European growth problem specifically relates to 
those countries whose currencies shadow the mark 
closely. Countries outside the exchange-rate mechanism 
have outperformed those inside it, Britain and Italy 


heing prime examples It suggested that there was scope 
for some appreciation im both sterling and the lira 
[passage ormtted] 


INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 1 


International Affairs: ASEAN Opposes WT© on 
Cross-Border Investment 


BK1904100596 Brussels EUROPEAN VOICE 
in English 18-24 Apr 96 p30 


[Articie by Shada Islam: ASEAN Opposes Investment 
Deal”) 

(FBIS Transcribeu Text] Trade Commissioner Su 
Leon Brittan’s plans to stam discussions in the World 
Trade Organisauon [WTO] on a first-ever international 
treaty to liberalise cross-border investments have run 
into fierce opposition from Asia's newly industrialized 
States. 


The seven members of the Association of Southeast 
Asian Nations (ASEAN), backed by India and Pakistan, 
are resisting Brittan’s calls for the international invest- 
ment accord. 


Asian trade and economic experts have made it clea 
that they would rather continue to deal with investments 
on a bilateral level, fearing a global treaty would hamper 
their government's sovereign nights and make Asian 
economies more vulnerable to pressure from western 
multinational firms. 


Brittan, however, 1s pressing ahead with his proposals. 
in:sting that while bilateral investment treaties are 
useful, “« truly multilateral regime’ to boost cross- 
border investments must be negotiaied within the WTO) 


“The overall test is clear the rules must be strong cnough 
to produce results that protect capy.al investment and 
boost further world-wide investmers! flows, he said at 

seminar on EU-Asian investments held in Geneva 
carer this month. 


The demand for a multilateral investment treaty has 
come at least partially in response to a recent study 
highlighting the failure of EU investors to seize business 
and investment opportunities in East Asia 


A report published by the Commission and the United 
Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNC 
TAD) warned that while Japanese and American films 
were “aggressively” secking to expand their presence in 
Asia in the 1980s, European compames underestimated 
the growth potential of the region 


“Opportunities closer to home, arising from EU integra- 
tion, successive enlargements and the upheavals in Cen- 
tral and Eastern Europe further helped to divert business 
attenuon from Asia, stated the report 


That is now changing, with European companies man 
aging (o maintain, of increase, their share of investments 
in South Korea, Hong Kong and Singapore 
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2 INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 


But Commussion officials are convinced that a WTO- 
based nctwork of investument-irberalising rules would 
help EU firms to increase their economuc stake in Asia 


The US is also in faveur of a treaty, but 1s focusing 
its efforts on securing the approval of all the imdus- 
tial countnes which ate members of the Pars-asod 
Organisation for Economuc Cooperation and Develop- 
ment (OECD). 


The Commussion beleves that the WTO is 4 more 
appropriate forum because of its larger membership 


Overcoming Asian opposition will be difficult, however 


Asian countries are determined to attract foreign in- 
vestors to them shores, "ul insist thal governments mus. 
retain their discretionary powers in authorising foreign 
investments 


“The whole concept of foreign companies having the 
nght to invest in our cconomes is a difficult one for 
Asian governments to accept. said an East Asian envoy 
in Geneva. “We cannot allow foreign investors complete 
freedom in this field 


Asians say that because of ethnic and regional difference 
in their Countries, Asian governments ofien run special 
investment programmes for less-developed regions and 
communities, and argue that foreign investors may not 
want to respect these economic priorities 


An international treaty banning governments from giv- 
ing special incentives to attract foreign investors us also 
unacceptable, say Asian cconomic experts. We see no 
need for a level playing-ficld im this area. argues a 
South Asian official. “There's no harm in having ccun- 
tnes compete with cach other for foreign investments 


(ahers argue that a multilateral investment treaty will 
only he acceptable if it 1s backed by a similar agreement 
on banning restrictive Dusiness practices by western 
multinationals. 


‘Often corporate behaviour does not reflect what our 
countnes need. stressed on, East Asian diplomat 


International Affairs: PRC's Qian Qichen Agenda 
Detailed 

BRI80461 25096 Amsterdam DE VOLKSKRANT 

in Dutch 18 Apr 9 p6 


[Unattnbuted report: ‘Chinese Minister Meeting With 
Counterparts in The Hague | 


[FBIS Translated Text] The Hague — Or Friday 
{19 April) and Saturday The Hague and W asscnaar 
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will be the scenes of Chinese diplomacy. Tomorrow 
Qian Qichen, Chinese vice prime munister and foreign 
minister, will mect with his US. counterpart, Warren 
Christopher. The next day he will have 4 mecting with 
his Netherlands and Bntush counterparts, Van Miecrio 
and Rifland. 


Human nghis activists have announced they will 
demonstrate against Ching’s polxy durng Qian 
Qichen’s visit. The police have taken strict security 
Mecasures. 


The decision to stat U.S.-Chinese negotiations was 
made a couple of weeks ago when tcnsions around 
Taiwan were on the mse. First Qian Quchen will meet 
with Christopher at the Chinese ambassador's official 
reswence in Wassenaar. In the evening he will have 
dinter at the US. ambassador's residence in The Hague 


On Saturday morning Minister Van Micrio will have 
breakfast with Christopher. On Saturday afternoon he 
will have a mecting with his Chinese counterpart 
at Wittenburg Castle in Wassenaar. Chinese Pomc 
Minister Li Peng had previously canceled a scheduled 
visit to the Netherlands “due to agenda problems. Qian 
Qichen then announced that he for his part was willing 
to meet with Van Micrio 


One of the topics for discussion 1s KLM's request to 
schedule an additional flight to Being. Netherlands 
industry is trying to extend its interests on the Chinese 
growth market, with Netherlands government support 
Minister Pronk has concluded a development agreement 
with a Chinese province. 


Van Mierlo says that the touchy issue of human nmghts 
will also be discussed. In the Lower Chamber yesterday 
Van Mierlo stated that during the Euro-Asian Summut 
in Bangkok, several EU member states had attempted to 
keep China from being given yet another lecture from 
the UN human nghts commuttee in Geneva 


For several years now Being has heen atiempting to 
make the EU renounce such actions. According to Van 
Mierlo, however, the EU decided in Palermo recently 
to voce disapproval of the Chinese human nights policy 
yet again this year, along with the United States 


The main topic of Saturday morning's meeting between 
Qian Qichen and British Minister Rifkind wil! he the 
transfer of Hong Kong 
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EU: EP Views Recognition of FRY Premature 
AU1904070896 Paris AFP in English 
2306 GMT 18 Apr 9 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] Swasbourg. Apr! 19 (AFP) - 
The Ewopean Parliament said Thursday that European 
Union countnes who recently recogmsed the Federal 
Republic of Yugoslavia made up of Serta and Mon- 
tenegro had acted prematurely 


The parliament stressed in a resolution that the seven EU 
countnes who have recognised rump Yugoslavia dunng 
the past week had overiooked human mghts abuses in 
the southern Serman province of Kosovo 


Tae EU decided earlier this month that diplomatic 
relauons between member states and Belgrade were 
possible again following the mutual recognition between 
the rump Yugoslavia and the cx-Yugoslav republic of 
Macedonia on April 8 


Britain recognised the republic a day later, followed by 
Sweden, Denmark, the Netherlands, Portugal, Italy and, 
on Wednesday, Germany 


INTER-EUROPEAN AFFAIRS 


Belgium looked likely to yon the list, with Foreign Min- 
ister Emc Derycke saying Thursday that Brusscis was 
moviag towards formal recogawon of rump Yugoslavia 


But the European deputies said Thursday that the 
recogniiscn fs:ed to take into account Serb repression 
of the Albanian majority in Kosovo 


They urget the EU to seize the insiative and sci 
up an international conference to look at the probiem 
of Kosovo, which was stripped of is status as an 
autonomous federal region in 1989 in a move thal 


presaged the sweeping nationalism which cngulicd 
Yugoslavia in 1991 


EU states withdrew their ambassadors from Belgrade in 
1992 because of Serbia's suppor for the Bosnian Serb 
fighung forces in Bosma-Hercegovina 
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4 AUSTRIA 


Austria: Schuewe!l’s Letter of Recognition to FRY 
AU 1704135496 Vienna DIE PRESSE in German 
17 Apr W ps 


[Text of letter from Austrian Foreign Minster Wolfgang 
Schuessel to FRY Foreign Minister Milan Milutnovic] 


{[FPBIS Translated Text] Referring to the EU declaration 
of 9 April 1996, which is fully supported by the 
Republic of Austria, and the Paris peace agreement of 
14 December 1995, I have the honor to tell you on 
behalf of the Austrian Government that the Republic 
of Austria recognizes the FRY in its existing borders 
as a successor state of the former Socialist Federal 
Republic of Yugoslavia [SFRY] and as an independent 
and sovereign member of the community of states. 


Austria proceeds on the assumption that the FRY is 
based on the principles of democracy, rule-of-law state, 
and respect for human nghts, including the nghts of all 
ethnic groups, which are also defined in international 
agreements. The full observation of these principles, 
im parucular the guarantee of the cqual participation of 
all ethnic groups in the formation of the political will, 
is the prerequisite for admission to the circle of the 
democratic-pluralist European states. 


In addition, Austria proceeds on the assumption that all 
questions thal afise in connection with the dissolution 
of the former SFRY in the relations between the FRY 
and the other successor states of the former Yugoslavia 
can he solved by means of negotiations. 


I connect this information with the hope for te devel- 
opment of fnendly and goad-neighborly relations and 
propose diplomatic relations between our two states at 
the level of ambassadors at a later date 


In accordance with the continuation of the close rela- 
tons between Austria and its neighbors in the region, 
Austria proposes to take up negotiations on a jomnt settle- 
ment of the contractual relations between the two cates. 
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Austria: Eimem, Faslabend on Intelligence Services 
AU1704142696 Vienna WIENER 7ZEITUNG 
in German 17 Apr 9 p4 


[Unattnbuted report: “Debate About Intelligence Scr- 
vices} 


[FBIS Translated Text] After the Catunct mecting on 
Tuesday [16 April] Intenor Minster: Caspa Eimcem 
said it is Gesurable to make sure that the intcihgeme 
services ate freed of the mimbus of the Cold War 
and afe turned into an instrument for analysis. Ths 
instrument should be available to the chancellor ao 
well as to the foreign, justice, defense, and imitcrior 
ministers for rational analyses of risks and for straicgn 
planning. In Einem’s view, the proposal by Peter 
Kostelka, floor leader of the Social Democratic Party of 
Austria, to merge the intelligence services in the Intenor 
Ministry and in the Defense Ministry to one institution 
and to make them subordinate to the entre Federal 
Goverament. For Einem private institutions of paruics 
thal engage in intelligence service work ate out of the 
question. Eminem thinks that a large unified intelligence 
service would not be desirable, cither, because im a 
democracy would be difficult to control such an 
instrment. 


Defense Minister Werner Fassiabend stressed his Min. 
istry's strict Opposition to merging the army inicih- 
gence services with the State Police. The Army Intc!- 
ligence Service enjoys utmost international recognition, 
and he will certainly not permit something of such cx. 
cellent quality to be dismantied. Freedom Party Detense 
Spokesman Herbert Scheibner supnorted the estaist- 
ment of a parliamentary reform commiutice for the ncw 
organization of the intelligence services. In such a com 
mittee the coordination and distribution of tasks between 
the civilian services and the army services could he 
newly regulated and efficient control Could be discussed 
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UK: Major Praises Ukraine's Successes 
MS1904110196 London INDEPENDENT in English 
I9Apr% pli 


[Report by Tony Barber’ “Major Praises ‘Free’ 
Ukrane’| 


[PBIS Transcribed Text} Kiev — John Major expressed 
Britain's strong support yesterday for the freedom and 
independence of Ukraine, saying Europe needed the 
country to play all important role in the stability of the 
continent. 


Speaking after more than an hour of talks with Ukraine's 
President, Leonid Kuchma, at Kiev's Mariyinsky palace, 
the Prime Minister saad: “1 am delighted because we are 
now able to visit an independent Ukraine independent 
for five years, that has now set its feet firmly towards a 
new and different future.” 


Mr Major's visit was intended to underline British 
solidarity with Ukraine al a time when the question 
of future security arrangements in cactern Europe is 
causing mcreasing strains between Western countries 
and Russia. 


Nato’s plans to incorporate some coantres west of 
Ukraine notably Poland, are being matched by a Russian 
drive to remtegrate with several former Soviet republics, 
especially Belarus. 


Ukraine, caught in the middie, has no desire al present to 
jorn Nato but ts determined not to be pulled back into a 
Russian sphere of influence. Its dilemma is accentuated 
by the fact that the spirit of Ukrainian nationalism and 
independence is much stronger in western regions of the 
country than elsewhere. 


Mr Major praised Ukraine's efforts to dismantle its 
Soviet-cra command economy and introduce market 
reforms along the lines that have proved generally 
successful in Poland and, increasingly, in Russia. “We 
believe that Ukraine's success is important for Europe's 
stability, and we are firm supporters of the independent 
and democratic Ukraine that is being created,” he said. 


(ver the last few years Ukraine has been undergoing 
some remarkable political and economuc reforms. None 
of these reforms is casy, bul a great deal of progress has 
heen made.” he added 


Mr Major and Ukraine's Pame Mioister, Yevheniy 


Marchuk, signed (wo agreements covering cooperation 
against drug-traffickung and the confiscation of profits 
made from organised crime. 


Mr Kuchma, a former director of the word's largest 
musstie plant in Darpropetrovsk, and Mr Major reviewed 


UNITED KINGDOM s 


issucs of suciew saficy thal ae to fe address af a 
sumnict in Moscow today and on Saturday 


UK: Saudi Opposition Group Ready To Broadcast 
MS$1904104096 London THE GUARDIAN in English 
19 Apr 9 pp 1.2 


[Repon by Seumas Milne: “Saud: Crisis Looms Despnc 
Mas ari Clhimbdown’| 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] Saudi dissidents we ponwed 
to begin live radio and television broadcasts to Saudi 
Arama from London within a fortnight, « emerged 
yesterday, just as the Government s climbdown over the 
deportauon of Muhammed al-Mas an appeared to have 
Gefused the crisis in British-Saudi relavions 


Mr al-Mas ani was told by a senior Home Office official 
that he would he allowed to live in Britain and campaign 
ugainst the Saudi regime for at icast four years. Last 
month, the Covernment’s aitempt to expel him to the 
tiny Caribbean Island of Dominica was overruled by 
the Chief Immigration Appeals Adyudx ator 


The decision « give the Islamist dissident full nghts 
to travel and have his family live with him in Britain 
— which goes far beyond normal ‘cacepronal icave 
conditions — means Mr al-Mas'an has been granted 
politcal asylum in all bul name, immigration experts 
said last night. 


The Saudi authorities appeared to accept that the Gov- 
ernment had made sufficient efforts to meet thei de- 
mands for action against them critics in London 


But Mr al-Mas'ari's rival Islamist dissident and for- 
mer right hand man. Sad al-Fagih. yesterday unveiled 
150,000 pounds home-made studio and battery of hi- 
tech broadcasurg equipment in the north London sub- 
urts which looks certain to reagnite the Saudi royal fam- 
ily's rage. 


His austere semi-detached house is to broadcast weekly 
anti-Saudi satellite propaganda to the ol-nch kingdom 
from the beginning of next month Up to a millon 
Saudis are estimated to have access to satellite televi- 
ion 


Rumnours that Mr al-Mas ari and other Middic Eastern 
political exiles were planning to make samusdat Nroad- 
casts from Britain led the Government to close a legal 
loophole last month which allowed Proadcasts to non- 
European states without a licence 


But Dr al-Fagih, a top laproscopic surgeon from Riyadh 
— whose own application for political asylum has yet 
to be heard — sand yesterday that his group had made 
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sTangements to keep thew radio and television channels 
courely within the ictter of Brush law 


The doctor, surrounded by a group of young “brothers 
hent over muxing consoles, revealed he had uncovered 
new loopholes which he hoped would cover the backs 
of the Brush authorities. “We like our hosts and we 
don't want to embarrass them. But the tick with Saud: 
Arama 0s Oreaking the informanon barner 


He plans to hegin with weekly radio broadcasts, fol- 
lowed by tclevision broadcasts a month of so later. They 
will he carned via the Internet to an unnamed European 
couatry, from where they will be broadcast via satellite 
to Saudi Arata at a cost of around 200,000 pounds a 
yea. 


Dr al-Fagih's sew organisation. the Movement for 
Islamec Reform in Arata, has a satelite dish in the 
garden for direct broadcasts as well, and another three 
fallback -quons — such as the use of a dedicated BT 
inc —- to sper thew video signals to the overscas 
vansmutter 


The sensitivity of the Saudi regime to critical satellite 
broadcasts was illustrated by the recent closure of the 
BBC's Aratic television service. 


UK: Article Sees Need for All-Party ‘Concessions’ 


MS1804122796 Dublin THE IRISH TIMES in English 
17 Apr pil2 


[Arucle by Dick Grogan: “Election Concepts Need 
Substantial Concessions From Both Tradions | 


[FBIS Transcribed Text) After yesterday's outline of 
the forthcoming Northern elections and talks, there will 
inevitaMly be a peri’ in which both unionists and 
republicans will pick holes im the structure and cast 
about for reasons why they should not parucipate 


Both traditions are sharply challenged by the concepts 
unvetled. Both are faced with the requirement to make 


substantial Concessions 


The first test faces Sinn Fein and is crucial the 
requirement that the IRA reinstate its ceasefire if the 
party 1s to he permitted to participate in the negotiavons 
This has been and will continue to be, defined by Sinn 
Fein as a precondition, and indeed it plainly is 


Since 8 clearly not to be expected that the two 
governments will change this requirement. 1 hecomes 
4 matter for the IRA to decide whether to reheve 
Sinn Fein of this precondition. That will certainly he 
considered on the hasis of the total package 


There are two stumbiing Mocks here. One is that the 
wing ts fow crucial the republican leadership will 


UNITED KINGDOM 
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have to comader whether 4 restorahon of the ccasctuc 
before particepation in the clechon would benacit them 
clectorally, of otherwise 


They will also comader whether postponing a Ceasefire 
decison might up to the eve of the June 10th talks 
date would semply give the umonists more caucuses for 
refusing to engage * 1 Sinn Fein 


They may play the binkmanstup game of making no 
announcement at all. on the hasis ‘4a1 negotiations for 
a scttiement without Sinn Fem parucipation would he 
meamngicss (the SDLP [Social Democratic and Labour 
Paty) would also remain outside) 


But the government clearly will not relent on the 
ceaschre requirement and they will have the powerful 
hacking of American and international opimon, so i ts 
realistically unprofitable to pursuc that stand-off. The 
question, therefore, returns to timing 


The second stumbling Mock making an IRA decision 
very difficult 1s that the ground rules for the all-party 
negotiahons, as published yesterday, have some glaring 
and absolutely vital omissions 


No detailed procedural rules are sct out. No sample 
apenda 1s listed. There is no methodology for adjudi- 
cating when a sufficent consensus” has been reached 
to deem a decision as having heen taken 


All of these operational matters must be agreed by the 
particopants. They can talk to the governments about 
them in advance of June 10th and they can talk to cach 
other if they wish (Dut certam fixed positions already 
assumed will prevent such comprehensive contacts) 


However, the burden of deciding on these key opera- 
tonal matters, it appears, will actually fall on the open. 
ing plenary session of the negotiatons themsc! ves 


The spirit in whoch agreement is sought on these issues, 
and the actual resolution of them (if possibile) will 
determine whether of not the enure negotiations are to 
he “real and substantial”, as Sinn Fein demands 


So the IRA will he required, apparently, to make a 
formal concession (scaling the informal ceasefire which 


now seems to prevail) in advance of the first crucial test 
of the negotiations 


There are. however, other substantial inducements to 
Sinn Fem and SDLP participation VYestecday's outhne 
made it as crystal clear as could he capected that the 
forum will he strictly uncoupled from the segotiatons 
and will have little of no power, other than whatever 
the negotiating tearm. Py consensus, code to i 


ht will, on effect, operate much as the Forum for Peace 
and Reconcahation did in Dubin. taking submissions 
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fas and wide among the Commun. and contribuung a 
sense of publ ownersiup of the whole process. The 
navonalists had no proficm parboipsung im such af 
cxercise in Dubiim: the unomists will continuc to be 
unhappy with the concept 

The umonists will play thew own form of brnkmanshp 
throughout the clecuon campaign and in the run-up to 
the talks. They will aticm to force a resoluvon of 
the decommusmoning suc at of fefore the oncning 
of aegotiavons, rather than accept — as suggesicd m 
yesterday's documents — thai « should begin to be 
addressed af the staf of ncgotiaboms 


The DUP [Democratic Unionmt Party) will not ot 
1% the same room as Sinn Fem (assurung Sinn Few 
puticipation). They may sit im af antc-toom, with 
cmussanes going to and fro But th. raises the guespon 
a to whether such a9 rangement can actually he 
defined as all-party negotiations 


Predictably, all of these thorny procedural msucs will be 
left hanging im the air until the last moment. An carly 
IRA renewal of ceasefire, and a firm cxpowsal by Sine 
Fein of the Mitchell principles, would call the umonist 
bluff and cut through a lot of the awtificial pre-talks 
distracuions and Manocuvring 


But republicans may be unable to rewst the ploy of 
demanding more precise details and guarantees on 
the outstanding procedural arcas Pefore commuting 
themselves 


A key aspect of yesterday's material, however, is the 
fact that the Framework Documents, the Dowr: ag Sireet 


Declaration and the concepts of consensus and consent 
ae very much back on the active agenda 


ht already evident that all the parties will await the 
procewming of the legislation through the British par- 
hame ut hefore seriously addressing the hard decisions 
which they must make 


They will then, very rapidly, have to decide whether to 
commat themselves on some of these vital pounts hefore 
engaging in the election campaign The showing in 
that contest could depend to a large extent on how 
constructive a powiticm they seem to he adopting 


The British strategy is heavily dependent, obviously, 
on getting the all-party negotiation process under way 
There ts a heavy reliance on the expectation that the 
negotiations will create their own dynamic, that, once 
begun, cach of the participants will have too much to 
lose by unilaterally “pulling the plug 


The options ae too varied and multiple to allow firm 
predictions at tus stage Sinn Fem could decide to 
partxipate im the forum (as i May, even without « 
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renewed IRA ccascfire) and war for the ocpotiating 
pares and the governments to rcient and cal! them im 


But that would fly om the face of thew moessant demand 
for the all-party aegotsbons and would he Laplamoun! 
to dcitberatcly postpomng the stam of real talks Thew 
sons Of credstulaty could be massive 


The umonsts could try a sumilg ploy. a they would 
preter the forum to he the real focus, rather than the 
negotiations. Each will be watching the other for the 
first move im thes Compics situation 


But the «lok ts ticking. and the real danger that 
if the packeying for powbon is caned on too long 
the deadline for the talks could creep up without any 
absolute cCommiament by the main players to the dec nive 
settlement process which the communsty at lage has 


apred to for so long 


UK: Mayhew Undertimes Cease-Fire Demand to 
IRA 

1D1808192896 London PRESS ASSOCIATION 

in English 1709 GMT 18 Apr ~4 


[Ry Alsson Little, Parliamentary Staff) 


(PBIS Transcribed Text] The IRA must restore its 
ceasefire if Sinn Fein ts to be allowed inte talks of 
Ulster’s future, Northern ircland Secretary Su Patrick 
Mayhew insisted today 


He was opening Commons dchate on legistation paving 
the way for elections on Northern Ireland to take forward 
the peace process, the day after the latest bomb attack 
in London 


The Prime Minister, visrting Praguc, carleer insisted that 
the bombing, which followed a coded warning to a news 
agency, would not derail moves towards peace 


He sad the process would go ahead even without 
Sinn Ferm “and those people who support the bombing 
exercises like last night's 


Si Patrick told MPs: “Both the Brith and the Iriwh 
governments are agreed thal participation of Sinn Fein 


im Hegotiauons requires the unequivocal restoration of 
the ceasefire of August 1994 


By the IRA terminating thew ceasefire, and by thew 
abommunable attacks thereafier in London. they have 
totally excluded themselves from political negotiations 


For Labour, shadow Northern Ircland secretary Mary nie 
Mowlam hacked the Pome Minister's comments on the 
homing. saying “There is no way that partes can hom 
thew way to the negotiating tabic That lesson must he 
learnt 





fepert may contain copyrighted matenal Copying and dissemination 
ts protePrted erthout permiessen of the copyright ceners 














. UNITED KINGDOM 


‘Sach aboms wih % cand & the way of the peace 
process. Thal uo a vce we al are” 


Se Patrick told the House. “We want to sce involved in 
the segotiahons all parucs that have shown they have 
sufhorent clectoral support. 


‘Nevertheless, as both we and the Fish government 
have conustently made plain, whether Smn Fem take 
thew place m the acgotiavoms « .@ the Republican 
movement to decide © 


The Ulster Secretary urged the {'s:eu 4s to drop thew 
opposition to the proposed wrange. <a’. for the clec- 
bons im the Northern Ireland (Emit; (° Sep.": ations) 
Bill 


He insisted ne case had been made for a referendum to 
he held af the same time as the clectons, as urged by 
the SDLP [Social Democraix ind Labour Party). 


The Bul! ts heung rushed through Parliament to allow for 
clectioms on May %0. leading to all-party talks starting 
on June 10 


He said t had been agreed that, at the start of the talks, 
every participating party must make clear their total and 
aPsolute Commitment to the sia principles of democracy 
and non-violence set out in the Mitchell report and 


address the Mitchell proposals for decommissioning of 
arms 


Democratic Unionist Party leader the Rew lan Paisicy 
demanded: “How are you gowg to decide that the IRA's 
ceasefire, if t comes, ts for real if only comes a few 
hours hefore you're gowng to call this meeting on June 
wr 


Sa Parnck sad “I don't think it is possible to give a 


hypothetx al answer to a hypotheucal quesvon of that 
character, of to do so prudently 
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“The participants will wish to take mito acount all 
the carcumstances im thew totaly winch ofan a the 
relevant ume - 


Sw Patrick later sad the Gecommmssowng weuc had to 
be addressed af the start of the talks. But bow that & to 
be done is matier for further consultation, which neous 
to take place soon, and will wltmatcly be a maticr for 
agreement between the participants 


But he stressed: “As the Prome Minister has sand, the 
proposals on decommusuomng cannot he ducked «@ Nef! 


to the end of segouavoms 


Decommissioning would hive to proceed m purallc! 
with the talks. 


Ulster Uniomst Ken Maginnis (Fermanagh and § 
Tyrone) said a Commitment to democracy and non- 
violence had long been required from bacal councillors 
in Northern ircland: “lt hasn't been worth the ume ots 
taken to sign the piece of paper. 


He said a Sinn Fein councillor, who wa killed by 
security forces “when he was abou! to comm a 
murder’. had conspured to murder fellow councillors 
including Mr Maginnis. 


“Is & not ime that we dealt with something tangihc mm 
terms of these commutnents that are required. of are we 
not going to finish up with something which makes « 


mockery of democracy” 


Sw Patrick said the commitments required of talks 
parucipants went a ict further than thoee required in 


local government 


“They must have some significance because Sinn Fem 
have carefully and resoluicly refused to wgn up to 
them .. no dow because they found conederahic 
mconvemence in doing so- 


The Bill sets out the basis for clectong a forum, which 
Sw Patrick stressed would be ‘a deliherative bly. 


no sense a legislative of proto-legislative one 


Delegates to the negotiations wil! he chosen from the 
forum members 


But the proposed votung system has heen critced for 
its Complenity 


The Ulster Unionist Party was oppowng the Bill tonight 
on the grounds that | unnecessarily introduces a wholly 
novel electoral system which is fot properly thought 
out, contains unfairness and anomalies hy introduc ing 
hogus politcal partes while ommettong caisting polrtn al 
parves and is compli ated and designed to Confuse the 
electorate 
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Ser Patnck sand he regretted the Ulster Unsonssts’ stance. 


adding: “1 know the clectoral system proposed im the 
Bill was not the first chosce of any party” 


But none of the sytems pul forward by the parves had 


the support of mugor pares representing cach of the 
mam commumbes. he sad. 


The Government had consulted on the detail of the 
heme, which he sand sought to comtune some of the 
vertucs of all the alternatives proposed. 


1 accept that a's sovel. bul as to confusing the 
electorate, | reject that. 


The voters will semply have to pul a cross against the 
party of thew chence. One vote for one party. it secms 
very sample” 

The Bill alse provides for referendums, but Sw Patnck 
told the House: “After careful consideration, we have 


concheded that the case has not Deen made for a 
referendum to he held af the same time as the clections © 


He stressed: “The Bill docs not itself provide for 
acgotiaions. It is a gateway for negotiations, not a 
Mucprint for them.” 


He aknowledged, with considerable admiration’. the 
political rks taken by many of Northern Ircland’s 


polwcians to promote talks. 


For th Opposteon, Ms Mowlam backed the Bill, 
saying We hope and heleve that it will make possibic 
the otective we all share, which is to star an inclusive 
and meaningful process of segotiavons on June 10. 


Those talks ae only the beginning of the real goal. 
which ms to secure (hrough megotathons a new setuement 
that is Palanced and fas and that has the support of both 
communities — 


She sand the Government had produced a broadly ac- 
ceptawc package Sut she warned many pitfalls re- 
maimed 


Not least of which ts the danger of partes using this 
elector to entrench ther possions and undermine the 
spirit of Compromese and accommodation on which the 
eventual success of the negotiations rests 


That would he regrettable and the people of Northern 
Ireland would pot thank them for takeing such a stance 


We appeal to the parties today to think of the future 
and to emhrace Gus opportumty on the eperit in which it 
IS Proposed 


Ms Mowlam sad at if Seon Pew wanted to be in the 
talks. he restorahow of the PRA ceasefire was casential 
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“The two governments we cleat on thes and they have 
our full suppon 


“There 15 20 cxcusc. A meaningful and inclusive process 
of segotuabons is being of icred and a date for those talks 
to begin has Deen ect 


She added Labour was puzzicd why was necessary to 
give the proposed acgotiaung forum decimon-making 
powers 


UK: McLaughlin Says No Cease-Fire Without 
(Change 

LD1804232496 London PRESS ASSOCIATION 
in English 2439 GMT 18 Apr % 


(By lan Graham and Chris Parkin) 


([PBIS Transcribed Teat! Simm Fein sand tony there 
was no chance of a new IRA ceasefire belore (he all- 
party talks duc to start wm June unless the Bree anu 


Irish governments changed them stance 


Mitchel McLaughlin, Sinn Fem chairman. was respond- 
ing to the Prime Minister's demands for the IRA to call 
off then violence 


Mr McLaughlin said: “1 thenk on the approach that has 


heen developed by both governments. | thin’, there 1s 
absolutely no chance - thal is my view 


“1 dunk we have to produce very convincing a@euments 
and we're goung to have to produce them together 
and it ts going to have to be produced by partes and 
governments while talking to cach other 


“T Gunk in those circumstances, we have the prospects 
of goug back to the IRA with arguments which are 
crediMe 


Deputy Irish prime minister Dick Spring tomght mnsisted 
that the conditions now canted for “a uneguivecal 
restorauon of the IRA ceasefire 


He said the move had heen made possitic by this week + 
publication by the British and Irwh governments of the 
ground rules for the all-party talks on the future of 
Northern Ireland 


Mr Spring. who ws Ircland’s foreign muniwter, told 
a meeting of his Insh Labour party that the two 
goveraments had commuttied themocives im a formal 
definitive paper to negotiations covering all strands of 
relatonships on this island 


Speaking in Macroom, Co Cork, be sand Wednesday's 
London bombing Py the IRA ilhustrated the urgency for 
a Sonn Fem rveponse to the present postion 
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“There must be no more of these bombs - with their 


potential to damage lives and damage the future of all 
of us.” 


UK: Mimisters Respond to Latest IRA Bombing 
MS1904113i196 London FINANCIAL TIMES 
in English 19 Apr 96 p& 


{Report by John Kampfner: “Minister Told to Get Tough 
on Sinn Fein™] 

[FBIS Transcribed Text] British ministers came under 
pressure yesterday to harden the conditions for Sinn 
Fein’s entry into all- party talks on the future of 
Northern Ireland following the resumption of the IRA's 
Lond »n bombing campaign. 


Mr David Trimble, the leader of the Ulster Unionists, 
said Wednesday night's small device in west London 
was possibly a precursor for a large explosion. 

As the House of Commons debated a second reading to 
legislation on elections for Northern Ireland on May 30, 
Mr Trimble urged th: government to make clear to Sinn 
Fein that a mere restatement of its original .casefire of 
1994 would not suffice. 


"We would need to have well before June 10 a clear 
agreement as to how a commitment to non- violence is 
going to be expressed in a clear and unequivocal way,” 
Mr Trimble told Mps [members of parliament). 


Mr David Wilshire, vice-chairman of the Conservative 
backbench Northern Ireland committee, said: “There 
have to be no weasel words which fall short of saying 
they will never, ever return to violence.” 


Introducing the Northern Ireland (Entry to Negotiations) 
bill, Sir Patrick Mayhew, the Northern Ireland secretary, 
restatea the terms agreed with the Irish government 
under which Sinn Fein would be allowed to partcipate. 
A ceasefire declaration would allow them into talks. 
Then the question of confidence-building measures — 
including the decommissioning of IRA weapons — 
would have to be addressed. “As the prime munister 
has said, the proposals on decommussioning cannot be 
ducked on left to the end of negotiations,” Sir Patrick 
sad. 


The government last night defeated an Ulster Unionist 
amendment to block elections to the negouating forum 
by 154 votes to seven. The UUP [Ulster Unionist Party) 
amendment complained of “unfairness” in the voting 
system. 


Mr John Major, visiting the Czech republic and Ukraine. 
said the bomb would not derail peace efforts. Mr John 
Bruton, the Irish prime minister, told parliament in 
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Dublin the biast was “another sethack for those working 
for the peace process”. 


Mr Seamus Mallon, deputy leader of the moderaic 
nationalist SDLP, [Social Democratic and Labour Party] 
said the bomb appeared timed to coincide with the 
introduction of the bill, to draw attention to the fact that 
“they are still there and thal they still have a political 
presence”. 

The remaining Commons stages of the bill are set to 
be finished next Monday and Tuesday. It will then be 
rushed through the House of Lords on Thursday. 


UK: Adams Discusses Nationalists Boycott of 
Elections 


LD1904114796 London PRESS ASSOCIATION 
in English 1104 GMT 19 Apr 96 


[By lan Graham} 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The Government will have io 
create a mew avenue into all-party talks in Northern 
Ireland if nationalists decide to boycott next month's 
elecuions and the forum to which members will be 
elected, Sinn Fein President Gerry Adams said today. 


There was widespread apprehension among nationalists 
that the elections and forum were a “deliberate con- 


trivance by the British, as part of a unionist agenda, to 
distract from the urgent need for a commencement of a 
proper process of inclusive negotiations.” 


If there was merit in rejecting the forum, and there 
was, and if the elective process would not alter party 
mandates but simply fulfil Unionist objecuves of turning 
the clock back to 1912 [as received] “surely the SDLP 
and Sinn Fein should simply ignore the elecuion and the 
Forum altogether,” he said in Dublin. 


In the event of a nationalist boycott the British and Irish 
Governments, especially the British “which have erected 
these obstacles to progress, would have to create a new 
and more constructive avenue into all-party talks.” 


Sinn Fein believed the elective process had no real 
constructive role to play in bringing about arrangements 
which could facilitate a peace settiement, he said. 


Neither Sinn Fein nor the SDLP have yet made a public 
announcement that they will stand for the elections on 
May 3. 


Sinn Fein would prefer to ignore them but is expected 
to stand if, as expected, the SDLP decides to. 


Sinn Fein is debarred from the all-party talks due to 
start on June 10 unless the IRA calls a new ceasefire — 
and party leaders say there is ‘absolutely no chance” of 





us report may contain 


copynghted matenal ~ enemas 


is prohibited without permission of the copynght or ners 











FBIS-WEU-96-077 
19 April 1996 


that before the talks unless there is a change of position 
by the British and Irish Governments. 


UK: Clarke Ready to Raise Interest Rates If 
Necessary 

MS1804121296 London FINANCIAL TIMES 
in English 18 Apr 96 p 10 


[Report by Graham Bowley: “Chancellor and governor 
agreed change} 

[FBIS Transcribed Text} Mr Kenneth Clarke. the chan- 
cellor, and Mr Eddie George, the governor of the Bank 
of England, agreed it was safe to cul interest rates by 
a Quarter point at their March meeting but warned that 
rates might have to rise later this year. 


The minutes from their March 7 meeting, which were 
published yesterday, showed the governor recom- 
mended a cul in rates since there was “very little 
immediate infauonary pressure’. 


But he warned there was a “possibility that rates would 
have to be raised again at some point further ahead” 
if demand and output accelerated in the second half of 
this year, as expected, and growth in the moncy supply 
failed t© moderate. 


The chancellor said he “stood ready to put interest rates 
up again later this year if that proved necessary’. He 
said he would “continue to be ready to move rates in 
either direction as the evidence justified”. 


City analysts interpreted this display of readiness to 
raise rates, along with yesterday's big fall in unemploy- 
ment and signs of accelerating wage growth, that rates 
were unlikely to fall further soon. 


Mr Simon Briscoe, UK economist at Nikko Europe, 
said: “It does mean that another cut in interest rates 
in the near term is now quite unlikely.” 


Both governor and chancellor expressed concern at the 
continued strong growth in the money supply, which 
has raised concern about inflation. 


Mr Clarke said this growth was ‘still puzzling” but 
probably distorted by the introduction of the open “repo” 
market in UK government bonds. 


Both the governor and the chancellor highlighted the 
contrasting fortunes of different areas of the economy, 
with consumer spending growing steadily while manu- 
fact ing was weak. 


The governor warned there was still a risk of a 
further slowdown in growth. The chancellor was stl! 
“optimistic” about the prospects for the economy this 
year but said growth was stil] below its trend rate 
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The chancellor said the “most striking new data’ since 
their previous mecting revealed the weakness of infla- 


onary pressures in industry. 


The governor said the :mmediate quesuon” was whether 
to cul rales immediately or wait a month. He said 
waiung mighi reinforce the anti-inflauon credibility of 
monetary policy with financial markets but thal an 
immediate cul would still be accepted by the markets. 


Rates were cul to 6 per cent the following day. The 
chancellor said that against the current “background of a 
Steady economic environment and low inflation, quarter 
pont Moves were appropriate” rather than larger moves. 


The governor said thal some increase in interest rates 
this year was already discounted by financial markets. 


UK: Clarke Firm Against Tax Cuts ‘To Buy 
Election’ 

MS1904092096 London INDEPENDENT :n English 
19 Apr 96 pS 


[Report by Donald Macintyre: Clarke spurns tax cuts 
to buy election’ | 


[FBIS Transcribed Text} Kenneth Clarke, the Chancel- 
lor, forcefully held the line yesterday against increas- 
ingly strident calls from the Tory mght for a giveaway 
budget in a move which overshadowed urgent atlempts 
by John Major to pacify his 1995S leadership challenger 
Johan Redwood. 


Mr Clarke, obliged to announce a much higher-than- 
forecast 32.2bn pounds borrowing figure, said that in 
the November Budget: “It would be wholly wrong to 
attempt to buy the next election by irresponsible tax 
cuts and we have no intention of doing so.” 


Mr Clarke's tough warning that his “main aim” was 
not just tax cutting shows every sign of being fully 
supported by the Pnme Minister, who has regularly let 
it be known in recent weeks that the demand for tax 
cuts must be balanced by the need for quality public 
SeTVICeS. 


Mr Major never the less went out of his way to reassure 
Mr Redwood — one of those most strongly advocating 
tax Cuts among other policy goals — that remarks he had 
made to reporters on his flight to Kiev about ‘reckless 
and silly’ policies had not been a reference to Mr 
Redwood. 


In an unusual move, Norman Blackwell, head of the 
Downing Sweet Policy Unit. was authorised to tel] Mr 
Redwood personally that the Prime Minister not only 
had not been referring to him, but — according to 
Redwood aides — had also read a weekend newspaper 
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atticle by the former Secretary of State for Wales and 
had agreed with much of it. 


The latest developments were fresh evidence of tensions 
between Mr Mayor and secuons of the party which 
a leading article in yesterday's DAILY TELEGRAPH 
did intle to dispel. The pro-Tory newspaper declared 
the Government a “disaster” and demanded an outnght 
declaration tha! it would not join a single European 
currency. 


This provoked a characterisuically forthnght response 
from the pro-European Chancellor who said: “There are 
parts of the Tory press which believe that Reagonomuics 
and Euro-sceptucism are the answers to everything. 
Well, they're not.” 


In the Commons yesterday, Michael Heselune, the 
Deputy Prime Minister, backed the Chancellor's insis- 
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tence thal tax cuts would only take place when i was 
prudent to make them and insisted: “The conditions ac 
now in place to secure a fifth Conservative victory. With 
excellent economic forecasts and with improving stan- 
dards in education we shall see the present Prime Min- 
ister back in his present job after the next clecuon_ 


But right-winger, Edward Leigh, MP for Gainsborough 
and Horncastle, told BBC Radio 4's World at One 
“Kenneth Clarke won't admit now that his priority ts 
tax cuts because that would give the impression that he 
was thinking politically, and he mustn't do that 


“But of course we must have tax cuts. | know there will 
be tax cuts, there must he tax uls, because that 1 the 
way in which we can make ti in our supporters” interests 
to vote Conservative.” 
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Germany: Kinkel Addresses UN Human Rights 
Commission 


AU 1704113496 Frankfurt/Main FRANKFURTER 
ALLGEMEINE in German 17 Apr 9 p& 


(Report by "C.G.": "Germany Is Not Xenophobic”] 


[FBIS Translated Text) Bonn, 16 April — On Tuesday 
[16 April], in a speech to the UN Human Rights Com- 
mission in Geneva, Foreign Minister Kinkel regretied 
the xenophobic excesses of hooligans in Germany. In 
his overview of the situation of human rights in the 
world, which was also disseminated in Bonn, Kinkel 
Stated: “Not least thanks to the determined oppositvon 
of our citizens, acts of violence against foreigners have 
decreased.” Germany is not a xenophobic country. The 
politicians, police, and judiciary are trying to put an 
end to the nots. Germany has a liberal law on for- 
cigners: “There are about 7 million foreigners in the 
FRG — integrated, recognized, and well liked.” Ger- 
many has taken in more than 400,000 refugees from 
the former Yugoslavia and has the largest number of 
asylum-seekers. “All this has required much of us be- 
cause of its scope; however, in particular because of our 
past, we also consider this an obligation.” 


Human Rights Neglected in Wars 


Kinkel called “large-scale disasters’ of human rights 
policy the most depressing experience of the past years. 
Human rnghts are ignored to an incomprehensible extent 
in cruel wars. As examples Kinkel cited the civil wars 
in Liberia, Rwanda, and Burundi. A “political solution” 
to the war in Chechnya is overdue. When it joined 
the Council of Europe, Russia committed itself to 
settling internal and external conflicts by peaceful means 
and observing humanitarian international law. President 
Yeltsin's peace plan must be implemented. Yeltsin must 
win over the military. Kinkel called on Russians and 
Chechens to put an end to the shooting and destroying 
and “to seize the opportunities for peace now.” Anyone 
who committed war crimes in Bosnia must be put 
on trial at The Hague Tribunal and punished. Kinkel 
supported the founding of 4 permanent international 
penal court. 


As regards China, Kinkel said that urging the obser- 
vance of human rights is not interference in internal 
affairs. Germany and the EU have tried to make the 
Chinese Government take specific steps to improve the 
human nghts situation: “Unfortunately, the results were 
not sufficiently substantive or binding.” Therefore, the 
EU and the United States have presented a draft resolu- 
tion on the human rights situation in China in Geneva. 
Kinkel quoted Chinese civil rights activist Harry Wu, 
who aptly descrihed the universal nature of human rights 
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and thus the basis of the UN Human Rights Com- 
mission's work by saying: “The desire for freedom is 
deeply rooted in the hearts of the Chinese.” The lack 
of observance of basic rights cannot be excused with 
poverty and underdevelopment. However underdevel- 
opment is endangering peace: “lt deprives the people of 
their opportunities for life and provides ferule soil for 
violence, radical ideologies, simple soluuons, and fun- 
damentalisms.~ 


Human rights and development policy are not mutual 
exclusive: “They pursue the same goal and complement 
each other.” Just like any human mght. the mghi to 
development is an imtividual right. However, it can be 
implemented only within a community. Said Kinkel: 
“Development means that all rights of the people 
must be promoted equally: civil, political, cultural, 
economic, and social rights.” Kinkel assessed it as a 
particulars success of the Geneva conference that it 
has achieved agreement in working out a resolution 
to include development among universal human rights. 
This can now be used as a common basis. 


The Right to Development Is 2 Human Right 


The best preconditions for economic and social progress 
are democracy, a Constitutional state, and a market econ- 
omy. The right to development is a human right, which 
should provide the possibility to participate a much as 
possible in the process of economic and social devel- 
opment. “Every state is called upon to give its citizens 
the best possibilities for development.” In addition Ger- 
many and othes Countries wani to support the efforts of 
the individual developing countnes with Cooperation in 
partnership. Development processes need a state thal is 
able to act and a secure constitutional structure. Kinkel 
said that promoting democracy and constitutional struc- 
tures is the most convincing development program, he- 
cause otherwise “the best development aid concept will 
be futile.” 


Germany: PRC Delegate Reacts to Kinkel Human 
Rights Remarks 

AU1804131796 Frankfurt/Main FRANKFURTER 
ALLGEMEINE in German 18 Apr 96 p 2 


[Report by “C.G.": “China Responds With Anger and 
Outrage”) 

(FBIS Translated Text) Bonn, 17 April — China has 
responded angrily to German Foreign Minister Kinkel’s 
comments on human rights, saying Kinkel abused his 
Status as guest of honor of the UN Human Rights 
Commission in Geneva and “uttered a provocation” as 
speaker ait the conference on Tuesday [16 April). The 
spokesman of the Chinese delegation in Geneva accused 
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Kinkel of obviously having forgotien the atrocities of 
Nazism. The German foreign minister 1s not qualified 
to “give lectures on morals to the Chinese people. He 
should clean up his own back yard before criucizing oth- 
ers, the Chinese delegate said, referring to “xenophoma, 
neo-Nazism, and the treatment of migrant workers in 
Germany. A dialogue between the EU and China must 
he based on equal mghts and mutual respect and “not 
he characterized by “the imposing of one-sided values. 


The EU has requested that China raufy the UN civil and 
social pact within a certain period; such an ulumatum, 
however, can “never lead to any result. Atiempts to 
monitor China through special envoys of the Human 
Rights Commission are inappropnate. Germany must 
ask itself whether Bonn has ever invited all the special 
envoys to its own country. In this connection, the 
Chinese delegate spoke of “numerous human nights 
violanons in Germany.” It is a “dowhle standard” that 
the United States has not also been given a deadline for 
ratifying the social pact. German delegation head Baum 
retorted that Kinkei’s ‘carefully balanced statements 
were based on rules and principles on which the 
cooperauon of all delegations to the Human Rights 
Commission are founded. They were an appeal to 
respect human mghts all over the world. Germany 
has always been pleased to accept visits by envoys. 
The Commission's special envoy has confirmed that 
xenophobic excesses are reyected by the overwhelming 
majonty of the Germans. Germany follows the rules 
and expects other to do the same. German and the EU 
have done much to win China over to a constructive 
dialogue on human nights. In Bonn Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Erdmann stated that Beijing's atiempt to 
fortid any mention of human nghts ts unacceptable 


In his speech Kinkel had said that urging respect for 
human nights does not amount to interference in China's 
domestic affairs. Germany and the EU have ined to 
persuade the Chinese Government to take specific steps 
to improve the human nghts situation. Since the results 
have not been ‘sufficiently substantive and binding. the 
EU and the United States presented a draft resolution 
on the human nights situation in China in Geneva. 


Germany: Kinkel Views Recognition of FRY 
AU 1804145496 Frankfur/Main FRANKFURTER 
ALLGEMEINE in German 18 Apr 96 p 7 


[Report by CG: “Germany Recognizes Yugoslavia } 


[FBIS Transiated Text) Bonn, 17 April —- Germany is 
resuming unconditional diplomatic relations with Bel- 
grade. Yesterday. Bonn decided on the recognition un- 
der international law of the Federal Republic of Yu- 
gostavia. which consists of Seria and Montenegro Ger- 
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many docs not view the Belgrade-hased state as “the 

successor state of the former Socialist Federal Repub- 
he of Yugoslavia [SFRY], but only as ‘one’ of the 
five states thal have emerged on the terniory of former 
Yugoslavia. The current charge d affaires in Belgrade. 
Schroembgens, will, in the future, represent Germany as 
ambassador. Schroembgens has already been attacked 
in Belgrade for his contacts with the opposition. Speak- 
ing yesterday, Foreign Ministry Spokesman Erdmann 
said that, contrary to expectations, no complications are 
expected with granung agrement. Erdmann added that 
Schroembgens had performed his duty by maintaining 
contacts with the opposition as well as holding talks 
with representatives of the government. In the fall of 
1991, the 12 members of the EU at thal ume agreed 
to remove thew ambassadors from Belgrade because of 
the support given to the Bosman Serbs by the Sertian 
Government. 


Foreign Minister Kinkel said that by receiving recogmi- 
uon from Germany and other EU states, the FRY had 
moved closer to the international community. Kinke!l 
linked the “unconditional” decision to the ‘expectation 

that Belgrade would observe the customary international 
obligation to accept the return, “without delay and with- 
out preconditions, of its own cituzens who are abroad 
and are required to leave the country in which they 
find themselves.” This would apply to asylum-seekers 
who have had thei applications rejected and refugees 
In addition, there are 120,000 Albanians who have fled 
Kosovo and Gypsies who hold the citizenship of Serta 
and Montenegro in Germany. The cabinet discussed the 
situation in Kosovo, whict is largely inhabited by Al- 
hanians, at length. 


Regarding the recognition question, the United States 
has indicated that, in contrast to the EU, it will not grant 
Belgrade recognition unl Belgrade assumes a binding 
undertaking to end the oppression of the Albaman 
minority. Referring to Washington's stance, Kinke!l said 
“The basis for a solution to the Kosovo question must 
be the granting cf a high degree of autonomy within 
the FRY. Whether Belgrade will be considered for 
internavional financial aid and cooperation with the EU 
“depends on the fulfillment of commitments that the 
FRY has made. They include the observance of human 
rights and the nights of minoriues, the nght of all 
refugees and cxpelices to return to the country, and 
the granung of autonomy status to Kosovo. The ports 
contained in the December Bosmia-Herzegovina peace 
treaty must be realized. Germany also expects Belgrade 
to assume a Constructive stance on the settlement of the 
question of legal succession in former Yugoslavia 


Germany has always lobed for the same nghts and 
duties Derng accorded to all the successor states of the 
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former Yugoslavia, said Kinkel. The recognition of the 
Belgrade-based state is in line with this stance and 
shows that “Germany has never pursued an anti-Serbian 
policy.” The Serbian people has to have its place in Eu- 
rope, said the foreign minister. The recognition deci- 
si0 Creates appropriate condiuons for the development 
of poliucal contacts. The EU considered the absence 
of mutual recognition between Serbia and Macedonia 
[The Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia — FY- 
ROM] to be the last obstacle to recognition by the EU. 
In December 1995, the EU foreign ministers agreed to 
make recogmition of Belgrade dependent on an appro- 
priate decision. After Serbia recognized Macedonia on 
8 April, the EU responded a day later by stating that 
the way was open to the recognition of the FRY as 
a successor state of the former SFRY “in accordance 
with national procedures.” France moved first to grant 
Belgrade recognition and was thus evidently fulfilling 
an agreement that it made when two French pilots were 
released from Bosnian Serb imprisonment. Great Britain 
and several other EU states then followed suit. [passage 
omitted } 


After months of argument about the financing of the 
dispatch of German police to Bosnia as was promised 
in December in connection with the Dayton Treaty, the 
cabinet decided that Germany would participate in the 
“civilian police mission of the United Nations in Bosnia- 
Herzegovina” with | 50 police officials from federal and 
laender forces. The decision became possible after the 
Foreign Ministry and the Interior Ministry agreed to 
share the costs. Now, in addition to the 65 police officers 
stationed in Mostar, a further 83 officials will be sent 


to Bosnia via Zagreb to assist in the implementation 
of the teaty. As a signatory to the peace treaty 
along with other states belonging to the Yugoslavia 
Contact Group, Germany had undertaken to assume 
“responsibility for the initiation and consolidation of 
peaceful development.” With 200 men, the United States 
accounts for the largest share of the 1,700-strong unit, 
which has not been operating at full strength in Bosnia 
so far. The civilian police force should also contribute 
to creating appropriate condiuons for the return of war 


Kinkel said: “Like the acceptance of Bosnian refugees 
in Germany. our civilian reconstruction assistance to 
Bosnia, and the participation of our troops in the military 
implementation of the Dayton Treaty, the decision to 
dispatch police officers is a part of Germany's massive 
contribution to establishing peace in the rogion over the 
past few years. However, the parties to the conflict 
must realize that the UN police mission «an only provide 
help for self-help. The former warring parties must 
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themselves build “bridges across the deep divides o! 
hate.” 


Germany: Alliance 90/Greens Advocate EMU 
AU 1804153996 Berlin DIE WELT in German 
IS Apr 9% pil 


[Report by “Mk.”: “Greens Declare Themselves for 
Monetary Union™] 


{[FBIS Translated Text] Bonn — After long internal 
controversies, the Bundestag Group of the Allance 90/ 
Greens has now clearly declared itself for European 
Economic and Monetary Union [EMU]. In a basic 
paper. the Bundestag Group of the Greens put its 
objections tn the field of social and environmental policy 
aside. Europe's political integration within Europe ts 
more important, Deputy Kristin Heyne stated in Bonn 
yesterday. 


In view of the challenges by a globalization of the 
markets, a stable European economic and monetary area 
is indispensable. “However, an important argument for 
EMU as part of the European integration process is 
the concern that a relapse into national isolation and 
competition might endanger peace in the next century,” 
the Greens spokeswoman stressed. “EMU is necessary 
for a peaceful Europe.” She dealt severely with the SPD 
[Social Democratic Party of Germany]. The unnerving 
of the people by parts of the SPD in the past few election 


campaigns is irresponsible, she said. 


In the opimon of the Greens, the stability criteria for 
participation in EMU should not be too mgidly inter- 
preted. Above all in the field of debts, the Maastricht 
Treaty provides for room for negotiations, she said. 


Germany: Commentary Sees Japan as ‘Full’ 
Partner of U.S. 

AU 1904105296 Munich SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG 
in German 19 Apr 9 p4 


(Commentary by Gebhard Hielscher: “Tokyo Lets Itself 
Be Committed”) 


{[PBIS Translated Text] Tokyo, 18 April — What 
do General Douglas MacArthur, Senator William Pul- 
bright. and Bill Clinton have in common? The three 
Americans all come from Arkansas — and for Japan 
they symbolize the path from defeated war enemy via 
industrious student to full partner of the United States. 
The fact that Japan's Lower House President Takako 
Doi pointed this out when she welcomed the high- 
ranking guest from the United States in Parhhament was 
more than just a fnendly anecdote. 
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General MacArthur was the commander in chief of the 
U.S. occupying power in the carly postwar period and 
ruled like an absolute “emperor of Japan. The grants 
named after Fulbright gave talented Japanese who were 
willing to learn access to US. universities later on 
Now President Clinton has given life to the partnership 
between Washington and Tokyo, which has often been 
conjured up but has not really been fleshed out so far. 
He did this by committing the Japanese in particular in 
the sphere of regional security policy. In Prime Minister 
Tyutaro Hashimoto Clinton has found a partner who 
is willing to join in this game. At least in Parliament 
Hashimoto can expect broad support for this. Japan's 
communists are the only party that 1s complcte!y against 
this; they speak of a “mulitaty alliance” 


However, implementing this new Japanese-US. security 
alliance in practical policy will probably be difficult, 
hecause the Japanese public is not prepared for that. This 
applies, on the one hand, to the planned shifting of U.S 
military bases or troop units within Japan. On the other 
hand, this also applies to the taking over of additional! 
obligations by Japan if tensions in the region — only 
North Korea is openly mentioned, but, of course, one 
also thinks of China — were to cause the Americans to 
engage in military intervention. 


Both of these things are connected. The Americans 
have agreed to close down or reduce some bases in 
Okinawa to case the burden on the people in this 
island province. In return, however the Japanese had 
tO agree to support U.S. crisis missions in the region 
with logistics. Logistical support wa already provided 
during the Victnam War. However what was denied by 
the Government at that time is now to become Tokyo's 
official policy. 


First reactions from the region show that the new liaison 
between Washington and Tokyo is being watched very 
closely there. In particular China and Korea have perked 
up their cars. The shrill criticism from Pyongyang 
was predictabic, but Beijing and Scoul, too, have 
voiced reservations. They are afraid that Japan mught 
now rearm more strongly or even become militarily 
active itself in the region again. However, this fear 
is unfounded. The new agreements are just intended 
to increase the efficiency of the U.S. troops | ae 
stationed in Japan in the case of a crisis. As forn.r head 
of government Yasuhiro Nakasone once said, Japan 
should only act as an “unsinkabic aircraft carner for 
the United States. 
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Germany: Conference Discusses Future of 
European Defense 

AU 1804192396 Duesseddorf HANDELSBLATT 
in German 18 Apr 96 p7 


{Report by Thomas Linke: “Concern About France as a 
Partner | 

{FBIS Translated Text] Bonn — At the annual con- 
ference of the German Society of Defense Technol- 
ogy (DWT), all the major partes gave a clear yes to 
the guesuon of whether Germany needs an arms indus- 
try. Guenter Verheugen, SPD [Social Democratic Party 
of Germany}, and Paul Breuer, CDU [Christian Demo- 
cratic Union], were in agreement thal anyone who wants 
an army of his own must retain a defense industry of his 
own. ‘Mega merger such as those of Lockheed-Martn- 
Loral and Northrop-Grumman-Westinghouse set stan- 
dards for our industry said Werner Heinzmann, member 
of the Dasa [German Acrospace] executive board. 


However, the reality in Europe does not reflect the 
awareness of this fact. France's position in particu- 
lar made participants skeptical. This was borne out by 
news from Pans: France has called into question its 
participation in the European-America MEADS missile 
project. “At the present time, France is not in a posi- 
tion to confirm its participation,” said a Defense Min- 
istry spokesman in Pans. The project involves the de- 
velopment of a new antiballistic missile defense system 
for low and medium altitudes (Medium Extended Air 
Defense System/MEADS). So far, Germany, Italy, and 
France have said they want to participate in the project 
along with America. There is still hope that the French 
will indeed participate. Bonn has now concluded a trilat- 
eral agreement with the other two partners, the United 
States and Italy. Pans would also be able to join the 


agreement. 


The French position on MEADS is not an isolated case. 
According to high-ranking Bonn government circles. 
the Bonn state secretary responsible for arms, Gunnar 
Simon, reportedly recently had to call off a meeting 
with his French counterpart, because the French ae 
said to be currently “unable to negotiate” because of the 
restructuring of the arms industry and the government's 
austerity course. This jeopardizes all joint projects in the 
billions range such as the Tigre helicopter, the NH9O 
transport helicopter, and the Future Transport Aircraft 
(FTA), which is to replace the old Luftwaffe Transall 
aircraft 


Bonn appears determined, especially in relation to Paris, 
to pursue its arms policy interests. At the conference. 


State Secretary Simon was unexpectedly open in calling 
on France to reduce capacity. That does nol appear to 
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be presumptuous: Since the fall of the Berlin Wall, the 


18 tbilhon German marks on new weapons systems over 
the next year. 


The conference also showed that the reality of the sit- 
uation in Europe was not the only problem for Ger- 
ing themselves felt at home. Members of the military, 
pohucians, and entrepreneurs were in agreemes! that 
the Bundeswehr needs planning security. It was noted 
with concern that despite the “chancellor's word,” there 
was talk of “chipping away” at the defense budget of 
48 tillion German marks during the current discussion 
about the need far savings. It is being said that Defense 
Minister Ruche should save another 2 billion German 
marks in 1996. That this should occur at the expense 
of the investment component of the budget and would 
therefore be at the expense of defense techaology al- 


ready suggests a topic for the next conference. 


Germany: Trade Unions Criticize Government's 
Thrift Plan 


AU 1804154096 Frankfurt/Main FRANKFURTER 
RUNDSCHAU in German 18 Apr % pi 


[Report by Peter Ziller: “Traie Unions Lash Thnft 
Course") 


{FBIS Translated Text} Bonn, 17 April — The German 
Trade Union Federation (DGB) has warned the Fed- 
eral Government against endangering the “alliance for 
jobs” with its thrift course. The consensus talks between 
polucians and the representatives of entrepreneurs and 
working people. which the chancellor is staging. are in- 
creasingly meeting with open criticism. Detlef Hensche. 
head of the Media Trade Union, advises retreat: “The 
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trade unions must... not give the impression that they 
ae supporting every rotien tick.” 


On Wednesday {17 April] in Bonn Deputy DGB Chai- 
woman Ursula Engelen-Kefer rejected the Federal Gov- 
crament’s thrift pians that have become known so far as 
“socially completely unbalanced.” Neverihciess, DGB 
Chairman Dieter Schulte and his two colleagues of the 
IG Metall [metal workers’ trade union) and the OcTV 
[Trade Union for the Public Sector, Transportation and 
Traffic] will come to the next round of talks with 
Chancellor Helmut Koh! (Christian Democratic Union 
(CDU}) next Tuesday 


The wade unions are trying everything to come to a solu- 
ion by means of negotuations, “which 1s still acceptabic 
for the working people,” Engelen-Kefer said. Generally. 
“agreernent to or rejection of the consolidation package. 
which 1s now being pul together.” depends on “whether 
an effective contbution to halving unemployment as 
planned is made and whether the fairness gap in financ- 
ing the welfare stat; will be climinated.” In no case may 
the legal bases of continued payment of wages in case of 
sickness be undermined. The deputy DGB chairwoman 
also rejected carly "aising of retirement age for women 
in pension insurance This is “not negotiable.” 


In the individual trace unions dismay with the DOB's 
cooperative course is growing. If the polcy practiced 
in Bonn is conunued, Detlef Hensche wrote in 1G 
MEDIEN FORUM, “then the atiempt to forge an 
alliance for jobs has probably also come to an end 
Then there cannot be any negotiations on alleviating 
ctuelues here. and there. “The DGB is neither the 
coaliien partner nor should it presume to replace 
the parliamentary opposition.” the Media Trade Union 
head criticizes. Margret Moenig-Raane, chairwoman of 
the Trade, Banks, and Insurance Trade Union (HBV), 
has commented similarly. What is leaking through 
completely contradicts the “urgently necessary alliance 
for jobs.” A pact that is to be integrated in the patiern 
of such a policy is doomed to failure 


Ai the initiative of the Education and Science Trade 
Union (GEW) an extraordinary mecting of the DOB 
Executive Committee will take place in Bonn before 
the meeting with the chancellor. The chairmen of the 
1S individual trade unions have been invited to the 
meeting on Monday evening, but not the DOB land 
district heads. A DGB spokeswoman has sad that the 
date is helpful. This ts not a statement of distrust against 
the negotiator. The point is finding a common language 
and leeway for negotiations, the GEW says 


Engelen-Kefer accused the government of not having 
played its part in the alliance, which was agreed in 
the talks with the chancellor af the end of January 
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She warned against escalating the cCconomuc slagnation 
through thrift decisions which will reduce demand: 
“ht a command of the hour to finance losses in 
tax and contributions, which are duc to the economix 
development, primarily through loans.” The DGB does 
not see any leeway for the state to renounce revenues: 
“Anyone who reduces social welfare and, at the same 
ume, wants to abolish private property tax for the nch 
is filling up full glasses.” 


On Wednesday Ministers Horst Sechofer (Christan 
Social Union) and Norbert Bluem (CDU) as well as 
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social experts of the government once agar discussed 
thnfi proposals, including the postponement of the 
second stage of oursing-~care insurance, which Blucm 
has rejected, reductions of sickness benefits as well as 
in continued payment of wages in case of sickness. The 
CDU employees’ wing strictly opposed postponing the 
raising of children’s allowance 
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France: (-overnment Spokesman—t rance 
Augments US. Diplomacy 

BRI8041 30096 Paris AFP in French 

0710 GMT 18 Apr % 


(FBIS Translated Text) Pans, 18 Apr (AFP) — Govern- 
ment Spokesman Alan Lamassoure said on Thursday 
[18 April] that was “very important that France, and 
with « Europe as a whole, should play an active role 
again im the Middic East,” stressing that France “aug- 


ments U.S. diplomacy.” 


Speaking on RTL [radio network) about the Israci- 
Lebanon crisis and the mission of Foreign Minister 
Have de Charetic, Mr. Lamassoure indicated that 
France was i a position to “speak with all parties in 
the conflict. “France is im contact with Isracl as well 
as the Palestomans, Lebanon, Syria, and Iran. Thus we 
augment the diplomatx means our U.S. friends can 


bring to hear. the government spokesman said. 


Mr. Lamassoure sad that ‘for a few years now we 
have tended to fund policies designed by others.” “Our 
contribution im ths part of the world was mostly 
financial, we needed to pay for reconstruction once the 
damage had been done, he added. 


France: Juppe Rules out Independence for New 
Caledonia 

LD1904091796 Melbourne Radio Australia 

in English O800 GMT 19 Apr 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] France is reported to have 
ruled out independence for New Caledonia, with Prime 
Minister Alain Juppe saying it is not an option. South 
Pacific correspondent Erina Reddan says the comments 


[Reddan} After mecting the prime munister, the president 
{as heard] of the pro-independence Kanak Socialist 
National Liberation Front [FLNKS], Rock Wamytan, 
reported that Mr. Juppe ruled out independence for 
New Caledonia. Mr. Wamytan also reports that Mr. 
Juppe added that a transfer of control of the territory's 
luctative muneral resources to the local government is 
also not on the agenda. Mr. Wamytan reports that the 
mecting has agreed to keep working on a 
which would teed both ant and pro-independence 
groups to a single plan on the political future of the 
termtory. However, Mr. Wamytan adds that 

no consensus the front will revert to its plan to hold a 
vote on independence in 1998. He says even loses 
the referendum his people will not give up thew fight 
for independence 
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[Announcer] Mr. Wamytan sad Mr. Juppe will vise 
New Caledomia, possibly a carly as July 


France: Juppe, Millon Comment on National 
Service Reform 


BRI9O4100096 Paris AFP 4 French 
1559 GMT 18 Apr 9 


[FPBIS Translated Text) Paw, 18 Apr (AFP) — Prime 
Minister Alain Juppe said on Thursday [18 April) that 
the reform of the national service was among the 
government's most significant cndcavors bul that “no 
final decision has been reached yet regarding the nature 
of the bill” on the overhauling of the national service 


Flanked by Defense Minister Charlies Millon, the prime 
minister was speaking before the scnate’s forcign af- 
furs, defense and armed forces commussion after a 
three-day senes of heanngs of political and military 
leaders on the future of the national service 


“This issue, which has a long term bearing on the 
future of our society” calls for “a collective process of 
reflection” on the part of the whole French population, 
Mr. Juppe added, referring to the debate currently going 
on at the local level through mayors and the preliminary 
work being done by special commissions at the National 
Assembly and the senate. 


In a‘dition, the prime munister indi ated that the military 
programming bill (1997-2002) will be submutied to 
parliament on 13 May and discussed in June 


This bill will “identify” the cost of the renovated 
national service, he said, thus confirmung tha the 
national service bill will be discussed im the fall 
This is an answer to recurrent criticisms from UDF 
[Union For French Democracy) and PS [Socialist Party} 
MP's regarding the decision to introduce the military 
programming bill before the one on the new national 
service. 


Mr. Juppe acknowledged that the shift from the current 
situation (professional soldiers and conscripts) to a fully 
professionalized army will entail a “transitional cow 
The government will “shoulder” this cost, he said, 
because the current opvions ‘will generate savings 


Asked about the existence of a link between the nation 
and a professional army, Mr. Juppe sand the latter 
would include some 27,000 young people (draftees or 
volunteers) as well as a 100,000 strong reserve 


Mr. Millon then indicated that 2.7 billion france (Pr) 
would be carmarked for the future (compulsory of elec - 
tive) national service as pat of the miliary program. 
mung bill, in addition to the operating costs of the Cen- 
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wal Directorate for the National Service (DCSN), which 
iS Currently in charge of conscnpuon. 

The defense minister said be was convinced that con- 
scription can be retained as a form of census, while 
Gsconveung the actual mulitary service. 

Concerning the cost of the reserves, { which a 
framework act will be wmtroduced in the fall, uc manister 
mentioned the figures: Fr280 million in 1996 
and Pr3S0 million im 1997, with the framework ac 
providing for a gradual increase. 


These reserves, he explained, will include military 
personne! in shori-track careers, volunteers, an¢ men 
and women, such as doctors, not having gone through 
navonal service. 


France: Supreme ( ommander Favors Professional 
Army 

BRI704142796 Paris AFP in French 

1748 GMT 16 Apr 96 


(PBIS Translated Excerpt) Paris, 16 Apr (AFP) — On 
Tuesday [16 April] General Jean-Philippe Douin said 
he was convinced that “our system of conscription is 
no longer suited to the current situation” now that the 
threat from the East has disappeared. 


The supreme commander of the Prench Armed Forces 
was addressing the Senate's Foreign Affairs, Defense, 
and Armed Forces Commitices on the trst of three days 
of questioning of political and military officials about 
the future of natonal service. 


General Down gave his assurance that the Preach 
president's decision regarding the professionalization of 





Army — excluding the Gendarmerie) for » duration of 
service of one year or more. 


General Douin confirmed his opposition to a two- of 


three-month mandatory mulitary service, a period that 
would be insufficiem for taming soldiers for combat 


idea of keeping a “minimum” conscription (registering 


ee 
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cost 11.4 billion francs [Pr]. including Fr2 tilhon for 
the civilian aspects and FPr9.4 billion for the mulrtary 
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Portugal: Sousa Franco Supports EMS-2 
BRI704124396 Lisbon DIARIO DE NOTICIAS 
in Portuguese 14 Apr% ply 


[Report by Fernando de Sousa “An EMS for the 
Trailing Group™] 

[FBIS Translated Excerpt] A sew European Monctary 
System [EMS] could be created for those member states 


the no-holds- barred game of every man for himself, 
some of them resorting to competitive devaluations with 
others plunged into difficulues on the moncy markets. 
That would only profit Asia, the United States, Japan, 
and the speculators.” 


Sousa Franco felt it was important to introduce mecha- 
nisms for active solidanty although he added: "lt is not 


Union [EMU] | is im the general interests of all the coun- 
ines 


Although most Burcpean countries have accepted that 
such solidarity mechanisms could have a financial cost, 
i ts hoped that an intense internal debate will develop on 
the respecturve terms Certara member states are showing 
some signs of resistance faced with the possibility of 
being asked to shore up a currency that has been 
in difficulties as a result of bad management by the 
government in question 


PORTUGAL 2 


This EMS-2 could be seen as a way of Duikding a 
two-speed Europe and recognizing the cxursicnce of two 
groups of countnes. However, Sousa Franco views this 
development in the opposite way, saying thal on the 
contrary, the idea of an EMS-2 precisely ensures that the 
imterests of the single currency are those of the Fifteen 


Portugal: Charter for Lusophone Commonwealth 
Drafted 


LD1804221696 Lisbon RDP Antena | Radio Network 
in Portuguese 2100 GMT 18 Apr 96 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] The sctting up a common- 
wealth of Portuguese-speaking countries 1s definurly 
going ahead. The foreign ministers of the seven coun- 
tines agreed in Maputo today that the formal imaugura- 
tion ceremony will take place here in Lisbon on 17 July 


Out Mozamiique correspondent Marcelin.: Alves is on 
the line from Maputo: 


[Alves] The inaugural summit will be held in Lishon 
on 16 and 17 July. Today's meeting approved the 
commonwealth's constituent declaration and its charter 


The organization's first scat — a worthy onc, in the 
words of [Portuguese Foreign Minister) Jame Gama 
— will be Lisbon. The commonwealth's first executive 
secretary and his deputy will be Africans, with a two- 
year renewable mandate [passage omitted] 


Like Portugal and Brazil, Mozamtque and Cape Verdc 
will not be putting forward candidaics to these posts 
which will afterwards be held on a rotation basis 


{Announcer} East Timor has applied for membership of 
the with observer status bul a decision has heen deferred 
until after the commonwealth has been created 
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media representatives, —"!''5. 80 IMportant to control pubic expenditure — 
and -lasting 


a tune that everyone is already — regard to the transfer of affix powers to the Catalan 


current = Traffic Civi! Guard” [passage omitted) 
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People's Party and the nationalists is something, be Spats: NGOs Oppose Armes Sales to Acts 
Spain's BR1604144496 Madnd EL. MUNDO on Spanish 


within the next few [PRIS Translated Text) Maind — Pour of the largest 
bul it will happen soon. he explained With and most representative Spanish NOM) s have agreed 
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regard to Current relavoms woth the PNV. thie Poopic’s 


the most prosperous navons And that us why.” be sand, 


vided that economuc condivons allow us to dose Wah 


Government, the People's Party's charman said that 
“we would not otject, from an operational Viewport, 
to the Catalan Government having purisdichon over the 


16 Apr 96 p SO 


Asoe [Report by Gustavo Catalan Dews “Spanah NOX)'s 
and Denounce Sales of Arms to Asian Countries | 
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© milsic 4 Campaign oppoung the sale of arms by 
Span to vanous Assan Countnes. Greenpeace. Amnesty 
imernavonal, inmtermon, and Doctors Without Frosuers, 
represenung | G00 assaciavons and organizavons of all 
kinds = our Country, have created a Campaign with the 
slogan: “There are secrets that bill” 


“The sale of an aircraft carer to Thailand next year, 
the foreseeable construction a Bazan of another two 
mrctaft carners for China and other for India: the sale 
of submarines and munchunters to Thailand, armored 
vetucies to Malaysia. Sri Lanka, and Brunei; transport 
mrcraft to Thailand; transport aircraft to South Korea, 
Indonesia, Papua. and Thailand: patrol craft wo the 
Pholippracs and Malaysia and combat planes to Pakistan 
all have a highly destatlizing potenual for those Asian 
counties,” the NGO's said in a press release. 


“Contracts ae now being negotiated worth more than 
600,000 pesctas, yet there has been no public or par- 
hamentary debate of the matter, in violavon of Spanish 
and Community law,” said campaign coordimator Vi- 
cenc Pisas. “In our view it is barbarous that the cost 
of Bazan's survival should be to sell arms to countries 
which do not respect human rights and which spend 
them people's moncy.” 


Spein: Commentator on UK ‘Threat’ To Reopen 
IGC Agenda 

BRI804125206 Madrid ABC in Spanish 18 Apr % 
p 30 


(Commentary signed “AS”: “United Kingdom Re- 
serves Possitility of Attacking Spain Through Pishernes 
and Bullhghtung | 

[PBIS Translated Text) Strasbourg — The United 
Kingdom ts threatening to reopen the Intergovernmental 
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Conference's agenda and wnchade other matters whach do 
o0t appear in the order of proormics that has heen oct 
The threat is directed agarnst Spanish imterests. sence of 
umphes the possitulsty of tackhag fishenes — to cape! 
the Spanish fishermen from sts coasts — and animal 
protecton — to atlack bullfighung 


Britain has the theoreucal ability to reopen the agenda. 
since i took carc at the Turin summit to hold out unt! 
a catchall clause — a Briush speculty— was mnclodad 
im the conclusions which allows any Country to propose 
the discussion of any matter when it pleases. despute the 
msks whoch this involves of rurmng the Intergovernmen- 
tal Conference through mconclusive discussions. On the 
eve of the Turin summat Brotain's representatives had al- 
ready threatened to place fisheries on the agenda, with 
the populist intention of satssfying its fishermen with the 
sumple soluvon of expelling the Spanish and European 
boats fishing off its Coasts. 


The United Kingdom views with some reservation the 
inclusion of a list of human mghts and making them 
acuonable in the Luxembourg Court, but has intemated 
on the other hand its intention to promote a section 
on animal protection, which 1s amed directly agains 


bullfighting. 


Both fishernes and animal protection seem unelevant 
matiers for a constitutional reform of the EU. but 
the United Kingdom's enthusiasm for ths reform is 
ibustrated by its systematic opposition to virtually all 
the reforms proposed. Just 15 days after the opening of 
the conference this British standpattiwm has given rive 
to fears of a Docking which would either paralyze of 
put off the conference of cise face the partners with the 
possiMlity of moving ahead without Brush Cooperation 
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Cyprus: Kliridhis Comments On UNSC Meeting’s 
Results 


NC1904112296 Nicosia Cyprus Broadcasting 
Corporation Radio Network in Greek 
0900 GMT 19 Apr 96 


(FBIS Translated Text) President Glavkos Kliridhis said 
the five UN Security Council permanent members have 
stressed the importance of Cyprus’ EU accession and 
expressed the support for this course. In a statement 
after his meeung with Greek alternaie Foreign Minister 
Yeoryios Romaios, President Klindhis also said that 
the five members have unanimously agreed on another 
two important issues: The de facto situation cannot be 
accepted and the Cyprus solution must be based on the 
UN resolutions. 


Asked whether he is satisfied with the results of the 
informal joint meeting of the permanent members on 
the Cyprus issue, the president replied that he did not 
expect anything more. Furthermore President Kliridhis 
referred to Russia's position, adding that the Russian 
representative submitted a specific written proposal 
on the issue of demilitarization, which the Cyprus 
Government supports. He also said that Russia asked 
that the Security Council permanent members continue 
to follow the Cyprus issue and pointed out that the 
five members must undertake preparatory work on the 
issue's main parts. 


Cyprus: Kliridhis Comments on Israeli Use of 
Airspace 

NC1804202596 Nicosia CyBC Television Network 
in Greek 1915 GMT 18 Apr 96 


[‘Text’ of President Glavkos Kliridhis Statement to 
correspcndent Dhimitnos Andreou; place and date not 
given; from the “Extensions” program—tecorded] 
({FBIS Translated Text) [Andreou] | want to take this 
opportunity to ask you a question about current affairs. 
ht concerns the Israel-Turkey agreement, | would like 
you to tell us if you knew about this agreement, if you 
have been briefed on it. 


[Kleridhis} We did not know that Israel was to conclude 
a defense agreement with Turkey. This is natural since 


about it, we were given verbal assurances that nothing 
im this agreement adversely affects Cyprus. We 
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afe in our airspace but not within the 12-mile sovereign 
airspace of Cyprus, or within 12 miles of the coast, 
what they only have to do—since in that case we are 
only traffic officers—is to get in touch with the air traffic 
ey oe This they did; they 

were in touch with the control tower. Consequently, 
there has been no airspace violation. 


iS Most inaccurate. As a result of our radar detection, 
they continued on and landed at Turkish airports. 


Hercules aircrafi—and even this type 1. mentioned— 
allegedly entered our airspace. The fact is that these 
aircraft had requested permission to pass through our 
airspace toward Turkey, bul permission was not given. 
And the foreign minister will explain why permission 
was not given. No such flight took place. The issue is 
a permit for the future; they have even given the date, 
the number of aircraft, their crews. But we will not 
give permission for the use of our airspace for this. In 
addition, despite the assurances the Israeli government 
has given and the details it is due to give us, | am 
preparing a letier to Prime Minister Shim'on Peres in 
which I will point out to him that we will not allow 
the use of our airspace for military aircraft to fly to 
Turkey and that any violation that might take place 
would jeopardize our friendly relations. 


[Andreou]} In other words, you are concern.d over this 
defense... 


{Kliridhis, interrupting) | am not concerned, but | am 
acting cautiously. | have no reason to be concerned 
because they are requesting a clearance that we will 
not give them. However, | warn them that if they 
transit without permission, this will cause a crisis in 
our relations. 


[Andreou] Mr. President, | thank you very much for this 
conversation. 
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[Kiinidhis} Thank you. 


Cyprus: House Dissolves After Marathon Session 
NC1904095196 Nicosia CYPRUS MAIL in English 

19 Apr 95 p 20 

[Report by Martin Hellicar) 

[FBIS Transcribed Text) A large number of bills and 
amendments were rushed through by the House Plenum 


yesterday before it dissolved itself for the May parlia- 
mentary clecuons. 


Among the legislavon approved was a tough new law 
to combat money laundenng. 


CYPRUS 2s 


An amendment forcing broadcasters with temporary 
licences to comply with the same operating regulations 
imposed on stations with permanent licenses will also 
now be considered by the new House. The first meeting 
of the 56 deputies elected on May 26 was set for June 
6. 


ee ee eee 


MS1804125496 London THE EUROPEAN in English 
18-24 Apr 9% pil 


{Letter by Arif Altay, Acting Head of Mission Office of 
the London Representative of the Turkish Republic of 
Northern Cyprus: “Two Applications From Cyprus?”} 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] Diplomatic Editor lan Mather 
is wrong when he claims (issue 309): “Cypriot leaders 
are convinced that membership of the European Union 
will act as a Catalyst that could lead to a solution of the 


21-year-old Cyprus question.” 


Turkish Cypriot leaders believe that in the absence of a 
fair and durable solution of the Cyprus problem, the 
unilateral application of South Cyprus for European 
Union membership, and its consideration in isolation 
of the Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus, would be 
catastrophic. 

The Cyprus question must be settled first on the basis 
of equality, bi-zonality and federalism, followed by 
a separate referendum among the Turkish and Greek 
Cypriots, with the international Cyprus agreements 
being kept in view, before a joint application can be 
made for EU membership. 


The admission of South Cyprus as a full member, in the 
absence of the Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus, 
would only make the “intractable” Cyprus question the 
more so. 
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Turkey: Demirel Returns From Romania, Makes 
Statement 


TA1904110396 Ankara TRT Television Network 

in Turkish 2100 GMT 18 Apr 96 
[Passages within quotation marks recorded] 

[FBIS Translated Text) President Suleyman Demirel 
has said that his one-day working visit to Romania 
was extremely favorable. He was answering reporters’ 
questions aboard the plane from Romania to Turkey. 
Demirel noted that the Kemal Ataturk theologic and 
pedagogic high school he inaugurated during his visit is 
important in terms of the cultural relations between the 
two countries. 

[Demirel] “There are numerous Muslim communities 
dispersed all over the Balkans. The status of Greece is 
different. There are Muslim communities everywhere in 
the Balkans; in Bulgaria, Macedonia [Former Yugoslav 
Republic of Macedonia — FYROM, and in today's Yu- 
gosiavia. Undoubtedly, they constitute a very important 
factor for us. All these communities will enjoy tran- 
quillity if the Balkans accept European conditions. We 
should not forget that there are 150,000 persons migrat- 
ing from Bulgaria annually. What we are looking for is 
Europe's human rights issues to be implemented in tae 
Balkans.” 


In reply to & question on recent terrorist infiltrations 
is necessary in line with the security agreement. 
[Demirel] “Certain measures had to be taken at the time 
and not only from our point of view. Look at what 
happened in Germany, which at first was indifferent 
to this issue. After a while, these terrorist organizers 
become part of the mafia, started to smuggle drugs and 
peopic, and engaged in blackmail in these places. For 
this reason, the Romanian Government is actually very 
sensitive to these issues and | drew their atiention to 
actions that may come from Greece and Europe to our 
region.” 

Noting that Turkey should safeguard its cultural heritage 
in the region. Demirel added: Nothing will be left of the 
SOO years we were in the Balkans if we do not take care 
of our cultural heritage. 


Mustafa Kalemili, speaker of the Turkish Grand National 
Assembly, Nahit Mentese, state minister and deputy 
prime minister; Ahmet Tektas, deputy leader of the main 
opposition party, Necdet Sezkinoz, secretary general 
in the President's Office: and other officials received 


Demirel at Ankara’s Esenboga Airport. 


In a statement ai the airport, Demirel said that in his 
meetings with Romanian President [lescu he stressed 
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the importance of Romanian officials’ extension of sup- 
port to Turkish entrepreneurs, who undertake invest- 
ments in Romania within the framework of economic 
relations in terms of furthering economic relations be- 
tween the two countries. Demirel further noted thal 
one of the decisions reached at the mectings was for 
the Black Sea Economic Cooperation to undertake con- 
crete projects for the benefit of the regional countnes. 
Recounting that in the political arena views were cx- 
changed on international and regional issues, Demure! 
added: The contributions of Turkey and Romania in the 
reconstruction of Bosnia- Herzegovina after peace is se- 
cured in that country were discussed. 


[Demirel] “Along those lines, we assessed the recent 
developments in the Balkans. We were pleased to 
observe that favorable conditions were established in 
the region to secure an environment of cooperation. Two 
very important developments took place in the cultural 
arena during my visit. Iliescu and | inaugurated the 
historical seminar in Medgidia near Constanta as the 
Kemal Ataturk theologic and pedagogic high school. 
In addition, an agreement was singed by the respective 
foreign ministers on opening mutual cultural centers.” 


Demirel further noted thai he was received with greal 
enthusiasm by the citizens of Medgidia and other 
regions. 
State Minister Yaman Toruner and Foreign Minister 
Emre Gonensay also returned to Turkey with President 
Demirel. 


Turkey: Ankara’s Balkan Envoys To Review 
Turkey’s Role 

NC1704155496 Ankara TURKISH DAILY NEWS 
in English 17 Apr 96 

{Received via Internet} 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text} ANKARA — Turkey's am- 
bassadors from nine Balkan capitals started thew policy 
review meeting on Tuesday to determine Turkey's role 
in postwar peace-building in the region 


The meeting, which was chaired by Foreign Ministry 
Deputy Undersecretary Ali Tuygan, aims to take up 
Turkey's bilateral relations with regional countries as 
well as Turkey's role in the mululateral ‘reconstruction 
period” in the region. The participants include Turkey's 
ambassadors to Greece, Bulgaria. Slovenia, Bosnia, 
Romania, Albania, Macedonia, Croatia and its charge 
d affairs in Yugoslavia. 


Turkey's permanent representative to the Organization 
for Security and Cooperation in Europe, Hikmet Alp. 
also attended the meeting. 
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“The meeting will give us a good opportunity to assess 
prospects of multilateral cooperation, Tuygan said. [no 


“arms embargo” on Turkey. Energy Minister R.F. (Pik) 
Botha, a veteran diplomat who had served 17 years as 
foreign minister before 1994 all-race elections, arrived 
in Turkey Monday. His takes place 
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Unity Government. Mandela. after becoming president, 


day afternoon in what was described as an “introductory 
meeting.” The aim of the veteran politician is to assure 


TURKEY 27 


Turkey that South Africa is cager to improve relations 
with Turkey. Botha, a former foreign minister, is a good 
stand-in for the long-cxpected foreign ministerial visit. 
There are no energy projects ongoing between Turkey 
and South Africa, although South Africa is considered a 
potentially good supplier for Turkey's demand for low- 
sulphur coal. 


Turkey: Sungurlu Explains Agreement With Israel 
to Syria 

NC1904093996 Istanbul ZAMAN in Turkish 

I8 Apr 96 p6 


[Report by Ali Aslan Kilic: “Sungurlu Urges Syria to 
Agree to Cooperaic™} 


[FBIS Translated Text) Ankara—Iin a statement to the 
daily ZAMAN, Minister of National Defense Oltan 
Sungurlu urged Syria: “Let us conclude an agreement 
to Cooperate, an agreement which would be more far- 
reaching than the one Turkey signed with Israci.” 


Sungurlu recalled that the agreement Turkey signed 
with Isracl has made a number of countries, mainly 
Syria, uneasy. He said that Damascus should agree to 
conclude a more far-reaching agreement with Ankara. 
Stressing that the agreement between Turkey and Israc! 
is limited to military training and is not aimed at 
Turkey's neighbors, he asserted: “Many officials are 
worried. However, | want to reassure the skeptical 
countries again, particularly Syria. Turkey does not have 
any ambition against you. Did you have an ulterior 
motive when you signed an agreement with Greece thai 
you now condemn the agreement Turkey has reached 
with Israel?” 


Sincere Cooperation 


Stressing that Isracl’s military planes will be unarmed 
and will not carry oul reconnaissance activities, Sun- 
guriu said: “The planes that do not have their electronic 
systems switched on cannot be harmful. Nor will they 
Carry oul reconnaissance activities. Let us conclude a 
more far-reaching agreement with you. Let us sincerely 


cooperate.” 


Asked to explain whether the status of the planes may 
change in a state of war, Sungurlu said: “We do not want 
a war between Israc! and Syria. However, the situation 
may change if a war breaks out.” 


Sungurlu reiterated that the agreement does not provide 
for the cooperation of the two countries on defense 
and said that Turkey providing bases to Israel is out 
of question. 
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Turkey: Gonensay on Possible Negotiations With 
Greece 


TA18041919096 Ankara TRT Television Network 
in Turkish 1700 GMT 18 Apr 96 


(FBIS Translated Text] Foreign Minister Emre Gonen- 
eign Minister Theodhoros Pangalos could be a meeting 
which will secure the beginning of negotiations between 
Turkey and Greece. Gonensay made this statement in 
reply to reporters’ questions in Constanta, Romania. 


[Begin Gonensay recording) We will determine our 
agenda there. We do not have an agenda al the moment. 
I hope that this meeting will be one that will lsunch 
negotiations in the future. I do not believe that we will 
Start any negotiations during the mecting itself. [end 
recording} 


Turkey: Erbakan on Greek Efforts at ‘Orthodox 
Alliance’ 


TA1804095996 Ankara TRT Television Network 
in Turkish 1700 GMT 17 Apr 96 


(FBIS Translated Text) Welfare Party [RP] leader 
Necmettin Erbakan has said that Greece is trying to 
establish an Orthodox alliance with which to encircle 
Turkey. 

Erbakan received Ahmet Dogan, leader of the Bulgarian 
Rights and Freedoms Movement, and his delegation at 
parliament today. During the meeting, Erbakan said the 
difficulties in the field of education in Bulgaria stem 
from the fact that the wagf lands and administration 
had been handed over to the state. 

He pointed out that Greece is pressuring Bulgaria 
in particular but Macedonia [The Former Yugoslav 
Republic of Macedonia — FYROM] as well in order 
to harm these countries’s relations with Turkey. 


Turkey: Ankara Said Key To U.S. Regional Policy 
NC/804211896 Istanbul YEN] GUNAYDIN 

in Turkish 15 Apr 96 p& 
[Commentary by Guray Degerli: “Turkey in the Equi- 
librium in the Middle East (1)") 

(FBIS Translated Text) The “Middle East Game,” which 


the equilibrium, into a situation it never expected. 


Apprehensive of the changing balances in the Turk- 
body politic in the aftermath of the 24 Decem- 
early 
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ANAYOL [Motherland Party-True Path Party) partner- 
ship, assigned Turkey the role of a springboard for the 
Africa-Eurasia region, in which the Middle East occu- 
pies a central place. 

The invitation extended to President Suleyman Demirel 
to attend the anti-terrorism summit in Egypt, his visit to 
Washington at the invitation of the U.S. President Bill 
Clinton, and the developments that followed have fully 
revealed the role being cut out for Turkey. 


The Kardak (Imia) crisis in the Aegean, Demirel’s visit 
to the United States, Hillary Clinton's visit to Turkey, 
the Arabs’ support for Syria against Turkey using water 
as a pretext, the Turkish- Isracli military cooperation 
agreement, the tension between Turkey and Iran, the 
large-scale operation against the PKK [Workers Party 
of Kurdistan}, and Israel's fight against Hizballah at the 
very moment when the Hammer Force's future is under 
intense debate have all enhanced the United States’ 


awareness of Turkey in the face of these unpredictabie 
situauions. 

The support given by the U.S. Administration to Turkey 
— whose geostrategic importance has increased in Eu- 
rope, Asia, and the Middle East, which are undergoing 
restructuring — is, in actual fact, a clear manifestation 
of the formation of a United States/Turkey/Israe\/Jordan 
front, against a Russia/Iran/Syria front. 


Why this polarization? 
What is the United States up to? 
What does it want from Turkey? 


The single reply to all these questions is: To dominate 
the Middle East, the hub of the energy routes. 


And Turkey at the center of the Africa-Eurasia region 
would become a “key” if its friendship is won; a 
“padlock” if not. 

The United States, which had so far regarded Turkey 
as a mere ally, has now begun treating it as a strategic 
partner. 

Turkey, which makes good use of its geographical 
advantages, is now on the way to providing major 
facilities to the United States in the new formation called 
Afro-Eurasia. 


It is again Turkey that will be the best springboard for 
this region, which will assume pivotal importance in the 
21st century. 


It is again Turkey alone that, despite some current dif- 
ficulties, could easily reach 250-muillion-strong Central 
Asian Turks, due to strong historical ties: open up to 
markets there, and market their o1! and natural resources 

















TA1804142496 London MED TV Television 
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[Statement by People’s Liberation Army of Kurdistan 
coordinator for Diyarbakir Province, code-named Ce- 
mal, relayed to MED TV by telephone on 16 April from 
an unknown location — recorded] 


(FBIS Translated Text} The operation began on 5 April. 
In actual fact, there were also air strikes on |, 2, 3, 
eo gee eeee a ee They started the ground 
$ April. We found it beneficial to make this 
a bid to inform the people of the correct 
ie Ue eee Gt ce Cees hn enone 
north of Lice. They were ambushed by our forces. Five 
soldiers were hit in this ambush. As they were unable to 
advance on 5 April, they were forced to retreat. On the 
night between 5 and 6 April, they launched an offensive 
within the borders of Hani, Lice. and Kulp. [sentence 
indistinct] Participating in the operations were ground 
forces of 30,000 as well as hundreds of village guards 
and local forces and aircraft. This was the kind of attack 
launched against our defense forces. 


On 6 April, our forces engaged cach other in a very large 

region. There were clashes on the ground as well as 

continuous air strikes and artillery and mortar fire. These 

Clashes continued until the night of 6 Apnl. On the night 

between 6 and 7 April, our forces retreated from this 

region northward, toward the {word indistinct) border. 
the 


They had already held the strategic points of the area. 
We attacked them and totally eliminated close to one 


There was no engagement after 10 April. The operations 
are continuing. During Dx .ourse of the six days of 
clashes, eight of our friends were martyred. The enemy 
losses are around 100-150. Their losses are close to 
150. We have the identity tags of 50 of them and we 
seized the weapons of 35. In short, their operation was 
a total fiasco. It was more than an operation. It was an 
offensive against our defense forces. This is what they 
tried to achieve. They wanted to finish, but so far they 
fell well below their targets. In actual fact. they were 
totally defeated. 


The situation of our forces is satisfactory. We staged a 
historic resistance. They did not develop this as a normal 
Operation. They aimed at totally shatuering the resistance 
and destroying the developments in Amed [Diyarhakir) 
They prepared for such an operation for a whole year 


Thew goal was to annihilate all our forces im this afea. 
Thew announcements in this regard are clear. They said 
that they vould contunue unul no guerillas a left 
However, they fell well below their targets. They said 
that the Turkish soldsers fought bravely, but this is fa 
from the truth. There ts no such thing. Although they 
completely rely on technology and they were fighung 
4 totally unbalanced war, they were the ones who 
were defeated. They tned to deceive the people and 
told them thal we incurred hundreds of losses. This 
is the kind of propaganda they have been engaging in 
for a long ume. They are thus trying to deceive the 
people, to inumidate them, and to prevent them from 
waging a struggle. These are lies. Our situation now is 
much more developed than before the operation. Our 
aims are higher. Our force is more experienced, more 
organized, and more self<confident. We can state that 
the developments in the future will be far more supenor. 
We want to be deserving of our people and our party in 
this regard. 


They have seen the resistance of the PKK [Workers 
Party of Kurdistan) and [word indistinct). This is what 
surprised them. 


Turkey: Ciller, Erbakan Differ on Immunity, 
Assembly Inquiry 

TA1904094696 Ankara TRT Television Network 
in Turkish 1700 GMT 18 Apr 96 


[FBiS Translated Text] True Path Party leader Tansu 
Ciller has visited Welfare Party [RP] leader Necmettin 
Erbakan at the Assembly. In a statement she issued after 
the mecting, which lasted approximately 45 minutes, 
Ciller said that proposals on amendment of the articles 
in the Constitution pertaining to the legislative immunity 
and assembly investigation and the Supreme Council of 
Public Accounts were brought to the RP. Explaining 
that the Assembly would thus be opened to independent 
judicial examination, Ciller said that in this way politics 
will become transparent. Ciller further stated that the 
path to the investigation of political party leaders’ assets 
by the Supreme Council of Public Accounts should also 
he paved. 


[Begin Ciller recording] We will thus cleanse politics, 
put an end to dirty politics, and remove the shadow 
cast over the Assembly. Let everything become clear to 
the nation. Let experts and independent judicial bodies 
hold invesugations and thus separate legisiavion from 
judicial procedures and have them be subject to separate 
proceedings, as they should actually he. We will follow 


this issue. fend recording] 


In a statement he issued after the meeting. Erpakan 
sand that the proposal on transferring Assembly con- 
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that if deemed necessary by the Assembly. the issue is 
then transferred to the judicial bodies. 
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[Begin Erbakan recording] The RP, which is the largest 
party and the main opposition party, 1s also responsible 
for the Assembly to conduct productive work. We 
carlier told Mrs. Ciller to read carefully the investigation 
mowvon submitted by our party. It is not as though the 
RP is acting as a judge and passing judgment when 
it claims that a crime has been commutied. The RP is 
fulfilling its task when it asks for an investigation to 
be conducted after the stale inspection councils have 
already determined that a crime has beea commutied 
The TGNA is where such an investigation should be 
conducted, and the RP is the largest party in the TGNA 
For this reason, this task should be fulfilled mainly by 
the RP, even though we do not like to undertake such 
an action. [end recording} 
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